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Christianity and the Roman Empire 
Objectives: 3.2, 5.1, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5
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1. Carefully look at Sources 1 through 7 in the reading. Complete the table below.
	
	Primary or Secondary
	How did you determine whether or not a document was primary or secondary?

	Source 1
	


	

	Source 2
	


	

	Source 3
	


	

	Source 4
	


	

	Source 5
	


	

	Source 6
	


	

	Source 7
	


	




2. According to Sources 3, 5, 6, and 7, list a number of ways Christians were persecuted in the Roman Empire.



3. On Page 17 of the Supplemental Reading, read "Two Early Religious Martyrs" then answer the following question. What evidence is there to show that Perpetua's behaviour affected the young gladiator?


Questions 4 - 6. Use your notes and the Supplemental reading.  Explain why the following statements are false.
4. Christianity and Jesus Christ were in no way connected to Judaism.  



5. Christianity grew slowly because the religion stressed the importance of wealth.


6. Paul preached only to those of the Jewish faith in Israel.



Part II
1. Read Sources 5 and 6. Explain how Trajan's point of view is different than the point of view of Pliny regarding Christians.




2. Read the section titled “The Unconquered Sun”.  What similarities did it have to the current Christian religion? Explain how the religion of “The Unconquered Sun” may have made it easier for the Roman Empire to convert to Christianity.





Part III
Use your notes and the Supplemental reading. Answer the following with a paragraph on a separate sheet of paper. (You will staple the paragraph to this booklet when you submit the assignment.)
1.  How do you think the existence of the Roman Empire might have helped the spread of Christianity in the first century AD? 

Possible items to refer to: Roman policy towards religion in the empire - The Romans treatment of the Jews. - Reasons why Christianity was popular - Paul’s travels - Source 2 – other reasons listed in your notes.
Complete the Paragraph Planning Chart – you will also be assessed on your planning.
Topic Sentence

	Detail 1





	Evidence 1 
	Explanation 1

	Detail 2





	Evidence 2
	Explanation 2

	Detail 3





	Evidence 3
	Explanation 3



Concluding Sentence

