




 Propaganda: 

 biased or misleading 
information, used to 
promote a specific political 
cause of point of view 



 Each of the nations which 
participated in World 
War One from 1914-18 
used propaganda 
posters.



 Television had not yet 
been invented

 Not everyone had 
access to films

 Radio is new
 Posters were the most 

effective means of 
getting a message 
across



 Need support for war 
effort 
• Morale
• patriotism
• Need volunteers
• Need money

 Targets men, women, and 
children.



propaganda should 
meet four conditions 
to be effective:
 it must be simple
 it must appeal to 

emotions, not intellect –
WHY?

 it must have an element of 
truth – WHY?

 it must be repetitive  -
WHY?
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Name Calling (negative 
symbols/emotions)

Glittering Generalities (positive 
symbols/emotions)

Transfer- Linking messages or symbols 
with groups

Peer pressure
Fear
Unwarranted Extrapolation – small 

contributions have large impact



Activity:  In small groups, examine the 
following posters:

1 Identify the intended audience
2 Identify the ‘methods’ used in the 

posters.  
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World War I Posters- Canada 
http://www.firstworldwar.com/posters/can

ada.htm


