The Early Cold War:

THE START OF THE COLD WAR




A. Background

Distrust of the Americans and Soviets goes
npack to founding of communism in
Russia(1917), seen as a threat to western
democratic capitalism

(note US aided the anti-Bolshevik forces, the
Whites during the civil war)




POLITICAL DIFFERENCES

At the heart of the tension was
a fundamental difference in
political systems

Americais a democracy that
has a capitalist economic
system, free elections and
competing political parties

In the U.S.S.R., the sole
political party — the
Communists — established a
totalitarian regime with little or
no rights for the citizens
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Distrusts builds. Before WW |l Stalin feared
that west was trying to push Hitler eastward.
During war, delay in opening western front

(June 1944), makes Stalin suspicious.




SPICIONS DEVELOPED DURING

Even during the war, the two nations disagreed on
many Issues

The U.S. was furious that Soviet leader Joseph Stalin
had been an ally of Hitler for a time

Stalin was upset that the U.S. had kept its
development of the atomic bomb a secret




"spheres of influence" (an area that a
"superpower" has dominant influence) agreed
to In Oct. 1944, Soviets to be dominant in

eastern Europe.

- this refers to an area that a superpower will have
dominance over or hegemony




The division of Europe after
the Second World War

pro-western in sympatny
Arctic Circle
Soviet occupied or control

Norwegian
Sea

Soviet zones of Germany and Austria
original members of NATO
2] 4 April 1943

colonial territories

neutral

® Edinburgh €4 &

7 Copenhagen e
& DENMARK
Ll

IRELAND
Dublift

Haniburt
GREAT s

7 2

e

[ t 7 Berin L
BRITAIN Amsterdam. g o Brifsh zone ( (%, %
. 7 V

Londone

NiE

®Prague

i o ] Commupist coup Februory 1948 - 7
W oParis : S o ,J\fv
FRANCE : N Ty Buda estff
T b o  § HSlune’i ’ p (
xembour 0 o
independent 1945 7 e R Y HUNGARY
(incorporated info / /" SWITZERLAND 1y B0
Germany 1940-45) ¢

Alsace Lorraine é’ v

/{N" fomns

returned fo

;"-’-x“_,»—; Bucharest s
France 1945 I f

e e

from Ialy
1947-54 YUGOSLAVIA 5
%a e Yugoslav—Soviet rift 28 June 1948 f
< 2
L small border - ; BULGARIA
- areas refurned ‘;Ij:r(:e?;g 5 A
ANDORRAS. ., fo Fronce 1945 _ S
y Gy |

Rome ® X
. T
»d

'GREECE
Sardinia Givil war
194649

o Madrid :
Naples

L]
Athens

. 4 e bl e Sieily

Gibraltar, Brifain _, Sietly
I . " ;
Tangier o, Algiers 3

| L ]
: o
Infernafional Morocco ~ Tunis

Algeria | Tunisia Malta
France | France Britain




positions harden - Churchill makes "Iron
Curtain" speech, March, 1946

- (read De Marco, p. 156)
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SOVIETS DOMINATE EASTERN
EUROPE

The Soviet Union
suffered an estimated 20
million WWII deaths,
half of whom were

civilian
As a result they felt

justified in their claim to
Eastern Europe

Furthermore, they felt
they needed Eastern
Europe as a buffer
against future German
aggression




STALIN INSTALLS

GOVERNMENTS
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Stalin installed “satellite”
communist governments
In the Eastern European
countries of Albania,
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Romania, and
East Germany

- In reality, their
Independence was a farce
and they had to answer to
Moscow

This was after promising
“free elections” for Eastern
Europe at the Yalta
Conference
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B. The Truman Doctrine -
March 1947

opposes the spread of communism. Pledges
to support peoples resisting "totalitarian” (ie.
dictatorships) by all means.

By 1950, the U.S. had given $400 million
In aid to Greece and Turkey

(read De Marco p. 158 - 159) Partnered with
Marshall Aid, American aid money to Europe
with strings attached.




U.S. ESTABLISHES A POLICY OF
CONTAINMENT

- Territory gained by

USSR In 1945
Countnes under
communist control

Faced with the Soviet threat, T D
Truman decided it was time to ﬂ
“stop babying the Soviets” £ ron cutan

In February 1946, George
Kennan, an American
dlplomat In Moscow,
proposed a policy of
containment

Containment meant the U.S.
would prevent any further
extension of communist rule




THE MARSHALL PLAN

Post-war Europe was devastated
economically

InJune 1947, Secretary of State
George Marshall proposed a U.S.
aid package to European nations

Western Europe accepted the help,
while Eastern Europe (read Stalin)
rejected the aid

Over the next four years 16
European countries received $13
billionin U.S. aid

By 1952 Western Europe’s economy
was flourishing




;gg__gﬁ U.S. aid per country
* in millions of dollars

“Z_ICELAND 3

& K

-
Jciétoribhgl_;n

~AINITED 2 axt 1 e i ! Moscow ¢
-'i‘SlNGDOM P \ )

tondon B
: w Rl SOVIET UNION

N \
® W@T'saw
o ﬁ?Lg-G g;ﬁﬂsfm ' POLAND X
L (U Al e =
Paris™j4 $ e
LUX. 7 CZEOH,
/ Y e B
o eBudspest” N\
HUN. ( ;
ROMANIA | v

‘e e ! Bucharest -,
EBeigra\de .@*r‘: 0/ ~u B

5 BULGARIA

PORTUGAL ./  eMadrid -.. 7\ N~ SARL .
Lisbon # / YRome®,__-rg LS 35 edstanbul
1 SPAN /. Y ~TALY-_ ALB! P e~

S

MOROCCO ALGERIA {TUNISIA 7=

MarsHaLL PLan Aip To Europrge, 1948-1952







Truman Doctrine - the noble ideal, becomes
Containment in practice together with the
Marshall Plan. The US commits itself to
prevent the spread of communism beyond its

1948 "sphere of influence". Extensive use of
propaganda, spy networks, and nuclear and
conventional arms development by both
sides.

ironically, under containment, US will often
support dictators if they state they are fighting
against communism.




For peoples who live where the Soviet and
American spheres of influence abut, the Cold

War can turn into a hot war, eg. Korea,

Vietnam, Afghanistan.




Both sides deeply suspicious of the other and
this fear shapes policy:.

The Soviets fear encirclement by USA. Try to "break
out" eq. alliance with Cuba

The Americans regard communism like a disease

which will spread unless contained, gives rise to
American Domino Theory.

(ie. If one state becomes communist, the neighboring
states could be infected).

The American see all communists states as
linked. Don't exploit differences between USSR
and Communist China until Nixon in early 1970's.




