
Hitler’s Dictatorship

Nazis and Anti-Semitism



A. Background

 Europe and western world has a long 
tradition of anti-Semitism dating from the 
beginning of Christianity and all through the 
Middle Ages
 11-12th Cent. Massacres of Jews in the Rhineland and by the Crusaders.

1215 Jews in Europe are forced to dress in a certain way or carry the Jewish mark.
1290 The Jews are expelled from England.
14th Cent. The Jews are expelled from France.
1492 The Jews are expelled from Spain, unless they are willing to be baptized.
1648 Massacres on Jews in Poland and the Ukraine.
19th Cent. The Jews are gradually emancipated in Germany and in other Western European 
countries.
1819 Pogrom against the Jews of Copenhagen.
1881 Pogroms in Russia 
1919 Pogroms in Eastern Europe – 60,000 Jews are killed in the Ukraine by Ukrainian 
nationalists. 



 In Germany, Jews a small group in 1930 
about 500,000 out of 60 million, by 1939 
about 250,000 Jews in Germany. You were a 
Jew if you had 1 Jewish grandparent. 
(basically… the Nuremburg Laws were very 
complex)



Goals of Anti-Jewish Propaganda

 To connect Jews to every problem facing 
Germany and every other group seen as 
opponents

 To reinforce traditional negative stereotypes 
about Jews

 To create a climate of contempt toward Jews
 To dehumanize the image of Jews (to 

facilitate discrimination, segregation, exile, 
and murder)



Jews as Aliens

“Only a racial comrade can be a 
citizen. Only a person of German 
blood, irrespective of religious 
denomination, can be a racial 
comrade.  No Jew, therefore, can 
be a racial comrade.”

Point 4 - Nazi Party Program, 1920



The Jew as Eugenic Threat

“With satanic joy in his face, the black-
haired Jewish youth lurks in wait for 
the unsuspecting girl whom he defiles 
with his blood, thus stealing her from 
her people.  With every means he tries 
to destroy the racial foundations of the 
people he has set out to subjugate.”

Adolf Hitler - Mein Kampf



Education

Don't Trust the Fox in the Green Meadow or The Jew On His 
Oath.



Der Fiftpilz:
The Poisonous Mushroom

 Link to The Poison 
Mushroom



Education



Education



Education



“Jews Get Out!”: A Children’s Game



Dehumanizing 
Images:

Jews portrayed 
as vermin





Race Defiler
1936



The Jew as 
Communist

From the cover of 
the book 
The Eternal Jew



 Blamed jews for communist uprising in 1919
 Undermining gov’t

 Zinoviev Jewish 
 Trotsky Jewish
 Lenin one quarter jewish



“The God of the Jews is 
Money. And to gain 
money, he will commit 
the greatest crimes. 
He will not rest 
until he can sit on the 
largest sack of money, 
until he becomes the 
King of Money.”

The Jew as Capitalist Exploiter



 Blamed for poverty after the war

 Jews owned
 Half of all private banks
 Dominated stock market
 Half of newspapers
 80% of chain department stores



The Jew as Warmonger

“If international finance Jewry inside and 
outside Europe should succeed in plunging 
the nations once more into a world war, then 
the result will not be the bolshevization of the 
earth, and thus the victory of Jewry, but the 
annihilation of the Jewish race in Europe!”  

Adolf Hitler - January 30, 1939



Nazi 
propaganda 

poster 
blaming 

Jews for the 
war





Note the similarity between the portrayal of Churchill 
(who was not Jewish) and the antisemitic stereotype.

All Enemies are Jews!



Jews depicted as 
controlling the Allies



Jews plotting to 
rule the world

The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion

(Front cover of a French 
edition)



The Jew as demonic

From an 
advertising 
poster for a 

movie





 Nazis brought in 
steadily increasing 
persecution, 
starting with 
banning Jews from 
professions & 
boycotts of Jewish 
shops. Jews had to 
wear yellow stars 
on clothing.  (See 
Howarth p. 115-
116)



 why didn’t more leave??? The Depression 
- few countries would take Jews. One 
exception was British mandate of 
Palestine. (See limitations Global Forces 
p. 53) 

 Plus Germany had been their home for 
generations. Few believed it would get as 
bad as it did 



B. The Turning Point – The 
Nuremberg Laws - 1935
 August 10, 1935….party officials met in 

Nuremberg to discuss measures to isolate 
and dis-empower Jews in Germany
 They hastily drafted two laws 



The Law for the Protection of 
German Blood and German Honor
 http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holo

prelude/pbgh.html







The Reich Citizenship Law

 http://www.holocaustresearchproject.org/holo
prelude/reichclaw.html



Results of Propaganda

 “True Believers” are empowered by 
propaganda to engage in behavior that 
would otherwise be forbidden.

 Propaganda shifts the “frame of 
reference” regarding the subject.  
Formerly extreme ideas enter 
legitimate discussion.

 The “piling on” effect mutes opposition.



1938
 November - Kristallnacht (Crystal night, from 

shattered glass) Nazi used excuse of a murder of a 
German diplomat in Paris by a Jew. 

 All over Germany, Jewish shops, synagogues 
(Jewish churches) destroyed.

 Jews were beaten. Jews had to pay for the damage. 
20,000 sent to labor camps.

 (See Global Forces p. 52









 'When an opponent 
declares, 'I will not come 
over to your side', I calmly 
say, 'Your child belongs to 
us already'. 
 The Nazis replaced 

anti-Nazi teachers and 
University professors, 
and school lessons 
included hidden 
indoctrination - requiring 
children to calculate 
how much mentally 
disabled people cost the 
state, or to criticize the 
racial features of Jewish 
people. 



 The other western countries knew what 
happened, they did not intervene.

 Good additional source material can be found 
in Howarth, p. 115-116

 The Holocaust was begun by these small 
steps, greater atrocities leading closer and 
closer to the “Final Solution” – extermination 
of European Jews

 the Wansee Conference (January 1942). 
Enacted “Final Solution” 



A Summary

 The Nazis’ anti-Semitic racial policy – timeline 
1920's: Verbal and written attacks on the Jews

1933: Boycott of Jewish stores
1933-34: The Jews are not allowed to work as:
 Civil servants
 Teachers at the universities
 Journalists
 Artists 

 1930's: Physical attacks on Jewish property and people as well as unsanctioned – but unpunished – murders.
1935: The Nuremberg Laws; race laws with the purpose of legally and administratively isolating and impoverish 
the Jews.
1935-39: Jewish property is confiscated, Jews are “asked” to emigrate from Germany (and from 1938 also from 
Austria).
1939: Forced labour for Jewish men between the ages of 14 and 60 is introduced. Jews begin to die because of 
overwork work and hunger.
1939-40: Ghettos are established in Poland for the Polish Jews – later for German and other European Jews as 
well. Many die from disease from overcrowding, hunger  from food resrictions and random executions.
1941, 15 September: German Jews are forced to wear the yellow star.  October: German Jews are prohibited 
from emigrating from Germany.
1941: The first organised mass murders (by shooting) are committed by the four Einsatzgruppen. The first 
gassings (using gassing trucks) are carried out in the first extermination camp, Chelmno. Gas chambers and 
crematoria are under construction.
1942: Extermination camps are established and Jews are deported there. 
1944-45: Death marches – in fear of the Allied invasions, Jews surviving the concentration camps are forced to 
march to more ‘secure” camps. Many die during these transfers. 


