LIFE SCIENCE 11
MEIOSIS

Learning Outcomes:

e | can describe the process of meiosis.
e | can explain why meiosis is used by living organisms.

Meiosis is used for:

e formation of sex cells or gametes

Human cells contain 23 pairs of chromosomes — half from each parent. The paired
chromosomes are similar to each other — they contain version of the same genes (called
alleles). These paired chromosomes are called homologous chromosome pairs.

Haploid cells contain half of the genetic material. Examples of haploid cells are sperm and egg
cells. The end result of meiosis is the formation of 4 haploid cells that are genetically similar,
but different from each other.

Meiosis involves 2 rounds of cell division.
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