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5.1 Multiply a Fraction and a Whole Number 

What does it mean to multiply? 

4 × 3 =      OR 3 × 4 = 

 

Multiplication is commutative: 

Similarly for fractions …. 
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Rule for multiplying fractions:  

• Whole numbers have a denominator of 1 

• Multiply straight across (numerator x numerator, denominator x denominator) 

ex. 5 ×
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Sometimes we can reduce/cancel a numerator-denominator pair before multiplying: 

ex.  4 ×
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Practice Assignment pg. 136/ #2 – 8, 10 – 12, 13 

ex. A spider has 8 legs. An ant has 3 4�  as many legs as a spider. How many legs does an ant have? 

 

 Find 3 4�  of 8… 

 


